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some means adopted by the Herero of south-western Africa
to procure rain. If a drought has lasted long, the whole
tribe goes with its cattle to the grave of some eminent man ;
it may be the father or grandfather of the chief. They lay
offerings of milk and flesh on the grave and utter their
plaint: " Look, O Father, upon your beloved cattle and
children; they suffer distress, they are so lean, they are
dying of hunger. Give us rain." The ears of the spectator
are deafened by the lowing and bleating of herds and flocks,
the shouts of herdsmen, the barking of dogs, and the
screams of women.1 Among some of the Indian tribes in
the region of the Orinoco it was customary for the relations
of a deceased person to disinter his bones a year after
burial, burn them, and scatter the ashes to the winds, because
they believed that the ashes were changed into rain, which
the dead man sent in return for his obsequies.2 The Chinese
are convinced that when human bodies remain unburied,
the souls of their late owners feel the discomfort of rain, just
as living men would do if they were exposed without shelter
to the inclemency of the weather. These wretched souls,
therefore, do all in their power to prevent the rain from
falling, and often their efforts are only too successful. Then
drought ensues, the most dreaded of all calamities in China,
because bad harvests, dearth, and famine follow in its train.
Hence it has been a common practice of the Chinese
authorities in time of drought to inter the dry bones of the
unburied dead for the purpose of putting an end to the
scourge and conjuring down the rain.3
Animals, again, often play an important part in these Making
weather-charms.    The   Anula  tribe  of  northern Australia ^^J
associate the dollar-bird with rain, and call it the rain-bird, animals.
A man who has the bird for his totem can make rain at
a certain pool.    He catches a snake, puts it alive into the
pool, and after holding it under water for a time takes it
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